
 
 

   

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

 

SFMOMA ANNOUNCES 16 FINALISTS FOR  

2026 SECA ART AWARD 
 

 
 

WHAT: 

SFMOMA announces the finalists for its biannual SECA Art Award—spotlighting exceptional 

Bay Area artists whose work at the time of nomination has not received substantial 

recognition from a major institution. The award is the culmination of a process consisting of 

nominations, portfolio reviews, studio visits and discussions with SFMOMA’s curators and 

SECA members. 

 

WHO: 

The finalists for the 2026 SECA Art Award are: 

 

Sholeh Asgary 

Windy Chien 

CrossLypka  

Soleé Darrell  

Hughen/Starkweather 

Xandra Ibarra 

Em Kettner  

Charles H. Lee 

Yameng Lee Thorp 

Aspen Mays  

Adia Millett 

https://www.sholehasgary.com/
https://www.windychien.com/
https://www.instagram.com/crosslypka/
https://www.soleedarrell.com/
https://www.hughenstarkweather.com/
https://www.xandraibarra.com/
https://www.emkettner.com/
https://www.instagram.com/ohhh_so_sirius
https://www.instagram.com/ohhh_so_sirius
https://www.yamengleethorp.com/
https://www.aspenmays.com/
https://www.adiamillett.com/


 
 

   

 

Lorena Molina 

Tricia Rainwater 

Chanell Stone 

Livien Yin 

Jes Young 

 

ABOUT THE SECA ART AWARD: 

Since 1967, the Society for the Encouragement of Contemporary Art (SECA) Art Award has 

honored more than 90 Bay Area artists with an exhibition at SFMOMA and an accompanying 

publication. More about the SECA Art Award here: sfmoma.org/seca-art-award 

 

TIMELINE: 

The 2026 SECA Art Award recipients will be announced in April, and their work will be 

featured in the 2026 SECA Art Award exhibition on view December 12, 2026–May 30, 2027, on 

SFMOMA’s Floor 2. The 2026 SECA Art Award exhibition is curated by Alison Guh, assistant 

curator of painting and sculpture, and Delphine Sims, assistant curator of photography, and 

it will be accompanied by a publication. 

 

SECA MEMBERSHIP: 

SECA celebrates the local art scene, building community among creatives and the art-curious 

through educational and social programs. SECA members enjoy tours and talks at local arts 

organizations, artist-run spaces, and more. Every other year, SECA members are called upon 

to nominate local artists for this prestigious award and exhibition at SFMOMA. Members are 

invited to studio visits with finalists accompanied by SFMOMA curators. More about SECA 

here: sfmoma.org/seca 

 

Media Contacts: 

Clara Hatcher Baruth, chatcher@sfmoma.org, 415.357.4177 

Rebecca Herman, rherman@sfmoma.org, 415.357.4174 

Alex Gill, agill@sfmoma.org, 415.357.4170 

https://www.lorenamolina.com/
https://www.triciarainwaterart.com/
https://www.chanellstone.com/
https://livienyin.com/
http://www.jesyoung.com/
https://www.sfmoma.org/membership/seca/seca-art-award/
https://www.sfmoma.org/membership/seca/
mailto:chatcher@sfmoma.org
mailto:rherman@sfmoma.org
mailto:agill@sfmoma.org

