
   
 

 
 

SFMOMA to Open Graciela Iturbide: Between Two 
Worlds, a Major Retrospective 

 
Iturbide Explores Daily Life and Ritual in Mexico and Beyond Through 

Black-and-White Photography 
 

 
 

Graciela Iturbide: Between Two Worlds 
July 11–November 29, 2026 

 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (March 26, 2026; updated May 1, 2026)−The San Francisco Museum of 

Modern Art (SFMOMA) announces Graciela Iturbide: Between Two Worlds, a retrospective 
spanning more than five decades of work by the celebrated photographer. This exhibition, 
organized by Fundación Mapfre in collaboration with SFMOMA, immerses viewers in 
Iturbide’s dreamlike world of black-and-white photographs. On view from July 11 through 
November 29, 2026, Between Two Worlds returns Iturbide to SFMOMA, the first U.S. 
institution to give the Mexican photographer a monographic exhibition in 1990.   



   
 

 
Featuring more than 150 photographs from the 1960s to the 2010s, the exhibition narrates 
Iturbide’s passionate and poetic commitment to revealing the extraordinary in the everyday. 
Much of her photography reflects her love and appreciation for her home country. She is 
captivated by a vast spectrum of life in Mexico: from urban markets in Mexico City to 
festivals, symbols and experiences of birth and death; intimate views of Frida Kahlo’s 
bathroom; self-portraits; and more. Between Two Worlds highlights the ways in which her 
photographs function as meditations: acts of attention that honor and contemplate the 
people, places and rituals that she encounters.  
 
“We look forward to unveiling this stunning Graciela Iturbide exhibition at the museum this 
summer, honoring one of the most influential photographers of the last half-century,” said 
Christopher Bedford, Helen and Charles Schwab Director of SFMOMA. “SFMOMA’s 
connection to Iturbide’s work spans decades—we were the first institution in the United 
States to present a solo exhibition of her photography in 1990—making it especially 
meaningful now to share the full breath of her career with our audiences.”  
 
“Graciela Iturbide's photographs describe an array of life in Mexico that is so intimate and 
full of wonder that the viewer feels transported into a literary realm, like that of a vivid 
novel,” said Delphine Sims, SFMOMA’s assistant curator of photography. 
 

 
 

VIEWS OF MEXICO  
 

“The camera is an excuse to share the life of the people, the rhythm and sympathy of 
festivals, to discover my country.” — Graciela Iturbide 



   
 

 
In the late 1960s, Iturbide began studying film at the Centro de Estudios Cinematográficos, 
but her mentorship under the influential photographer Manuel Álvarez Bravo led to her love 
of photography. Like Álvarez Bravo, Iturbide’s early works focused on Mexico’s interwoven 
cultures, developing a melodic visual language shaped by metaphor, dreams and the 
depictions of life cycles. Between Two Worlds includes a display of artworks by Iturbide and 
Álvarez Bravo in dialogue, underscoring their shared influence, divergent approaches and 
SFMOMA’s collection of vintage prints by both artists. 
 
Many of Iturbide’s early photographs were taken while she meandered Mexico City’s 
markets and streets and frequented annual regional festivals. She was captivated by events 
and practices that interweave Catholic rituals with Indigenous traditions. Across these 
images, she captured the poetic—and often uncanny—aspects of life in Mexico.  
 
In the late 1970s and early 1980s, Iturbide created some of her most significant early work 
while she lived with Indigenous communities, including the Seri of the Sonoran Desert and 
the Zapotec women of Juchitán, Oaxaca. On and off for several years, Iturbide lived among 
the Juchitecas, witnessing the ways in which women and muxes (those who live beyond the 
gender binaries of male and female) play central roles. She was a respectful collaborator as 
she photographed lyrical moments within these communities and their distinct and often 
ancestral ways of life.  
 
EVERYDAY FANTASTIC 
 
Iturbide has long believed her camera allows her to relate to the world, and this impulse has 
guided her interest in the ways people make meaning and fantasy in their daily lives, from 
Madagascar to India to Italy. Across the long arc of her career in Mexico and during her 
international travels, Iturbide has been captivated by elements of the natural world, often 
with a focus on bird life. In the early 2010s, a visit to the Southern U.S. precipitated a change 
in her relationship to the land, and the focus of her work shifted away from the body 
towards expansive and abstract landscapes.  
 
HONORING FRIDA KAHLO 
 
The exhibition includes a focused selection of photographs that Iturbide made in 2008 in 
Frida Kahlo’s bathroom at the Casa Azul. Iturbide was the first to enter the room, which, at 
the request of Diego Rivera, had remained sealed for 50 years following Kahlo’s death in 
1954. Invited to document the room before its contents were catalogued, Iturbide 
photographed the space in its untouched state, offering a rare and intimate view of Kahlo’s 
personal life through the objects she lived with and left behind.  
 



   
 

BIOGRAPHY 
 
Graciela Iturbide (b. 1942, Mexico City) lives and works in Coyoacán, Mexico City, Mexico. She 
has been the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship; the Hasselblad Foundation Photography 
Award; the Lucie Award for Achievement in Fine Art; and was the 2025 recipient of the 
prestigious Princess of the Asturias Award for the Arts in Spain. Her works are in the 
permanent collections of museums around the world, including The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York; the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA); The Museum of Modern 
Art (MoMA) in New York; and The San Diego Museum of Art.  
 
ORGANIZATION 
 
Graciela Iturbide: Between Two Worlds is organized by Fundación Mapfre in collaboration 
with SFMOMA.  
 
SUPPORT 
 
Major support for Graciela Iturbide: Between Two Worlds is provided by Kate and Wes 
Mitchell and Pritzker Exhibition Fund in Photography. Significant support is provided by Nion 
McEvoy & Leslie Berriman. Meaningful support is provided by The Black Dog Private 
Foundation Fund and Laurie and Jim Ghielmetti. 
 
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 
151 Third Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
  
The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art is one of the largest museums of modern and 
contemporary art in the United States and a thriving cultural center for the Bay Area. Our 
remarkable collection of painting, sculpture, photography, architecture, design and media 
arts is housed in a LEED Gold–certified building designed by the global architects Snøhetta 
and Mario Botta. In addition to our seven gallery floors, SFMOMA offers more than 45,000 
square feet of free, art-filled public space open to all. 
  
Visit sfmoma.org or call 415.357.4000 for more information. 
Follow us on X for updates and announcements: @SFMOMA_Press 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS 
Clara Hatcher Baruth 415.357.4177 chatcher@sfmoma.org 
Rebecca Herman 415.357.4174 rherman@sfmoma.org 
Alex Gill 415.357.4170 agill@sfmoma.org 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flink.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D74evwqN42h7EWJUjAuIDM8jHInWWpCDETBVzf4PkXPI-3DKntb_ybRp7dpP-2FoumXUrmIuy3n6CdMlNZwaAqw-2F7fCm9MizEaSicBmTpfNzg9VmLziuNmZfDSKI4IxrooUcM7PoZErSMe-2BjqKXGXqJYjL8vJpki346DORnSS70dvs9OQX4wfNGrXANdA-2Bjo3Ln-2B1wtY31MpNQkO4RMExadmOpAXtSKk52sh9bdcO-2F59tIlKpe0rCXHGFEop0PcC4S38Ese-2BUOT5DO5EBXUiC8gdf9glVyFMPkmudOQsiKupHVBSwu5a553dqvG-2BQKbxwEzb8YAjR7IiJjWq0gEaudh-2BZR2y9A4s632zGOb9ZG6W5f2tkKvSHfvbStUVZAFgr5OiiNSACSuUHiJVVC-2FE34efxi-2FR3-2B2fa1IIdpBzZVTpv3Hauxvj31&data=05%7C01%7Cmwiles%40sfmoma.org%7C076988ab3e1b4dbebb6408da22ef625f%7C038d95c6264f4455a11bb276013a6058%7C0%7C0%7C637860708799650664%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W%2FtDkU56zr9TESvseXFQL2BNJyhU9tgAEVv3QIOFRao%3D&reserved=0
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Image captions: 

Graciela Iturbide, México, 1969; Collection Fundación Mapfre; © Graciela Iturbide  
  
Graciela Iturbide, La Nuestra Señora de las Iguanas, Juchitán, Oaxaca, México (Our Lady of the 
Iguanas, Juchitán, Oaxaca, Mexico), 1979; San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, gift of the 
artist; © Graciela Iturbide 
 


